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1 Cover_final.pdf - contents of March 
6, 2024 email is reflected in Records 
2 through 28.

Bill Niedringhaus William Niedringhaus 
<wniedrin@gmail.com>

email 3/7/2024
5/20/24

[make PDF of 
Debbie 
Spiliotopoulos 
reply]

Extensive list of files included in attachment with live links to back up 
documents in document folders located in Public Feedback

Debbie Spiliotpoulos reply asks for all comments to be addressed to NVRC

2 A1_HFNHP_PHNST_overview.pdf 1. Reopen 1990’s route for Appalachian Trail in HFNP
2. Revive NPS’s FY 2017 LWCF request for R.O.W at two properties
3. Establish a trail along the 19th century discontinued road along the river
OTHER ALTERNATIVES
A. Stay south of Rt 340
- Trail would not go along river, but climbs to brewery
- Would cross Harpers Ferry Rd, not Rt 340
B. Stay north of Rt 340 (west of Potoma Wayside)
- PHNST would join the AT where AT crosses the Shenandoah at Rt 340
C. Acquire R.O.W. south of 340
- Terrain much gentler than staying on public land
LESS ATTRACTIVE ALTERNATIVES
D. Climb over the Devils Elbow within HFNHP
- Steepest terrain in a very steep area
E. Acquire property off Georges Mill Rd
- Very steep climb/descent at Short Hill Mountain
- Avoids Devils Elbow, where Potomac cuts thru Short Hill Mt.
F. Use Trail-Friendly Old Dominion Land Consv. Land at F
- Two other R.O.W. needed
- Not clear how to reach AT (steep terrain)
G. Branchriver Road/Loudoun Hts Road
- Many R.O.W. issues (these are private roads)
- Trail-friendly Old Dominion Land Consv. owns land with “F”
- Not clear how to reach AT (steep terrain)

1. Recommendation made to HAFE/ATTA (not in purview of POHE)
2. Incorporated into feasibility study route segment for further study
3. Incorporated into feasibility study route segment for further study

A. Not feasibile - safest crossing at intersection

B. Out of scope of POHE and not feasible - not enough room between Rt 
340 and Potomac River due to floodplain and embankments

C. Incorporated into feasibility study route segment for further study

D. Not feasible, no further study, better to focus on LPAT routes 

E.  Not feasible, no further study, better to focus on LPAT routes

F. Not feasible, no further study, better to focus on LPAT routes

G. Not feasible, no further study, better to focus on LPAT routes

3 A2_ShortHillMountain.pdf SUMMARY: The only reasonable PHNST route from Leesburg area to the 
Appalachian Trail must go through Harpers Ferry NHP at the Devils Elbow.

LPAT routes are alternatives (HAFE Tract and Sweet Run State Park 
crossing over private lands to Mountain Rd.)

4 A3_LoudounHeights_Wayside_summ
ary.pdf

SUMMARY: Two Major Steps Needed
1. Land Acquisition (LWCF)
2. Reopen Loudoun Hts Trail (formerly part of the Appalachian Trail) (HFNP 
and VDOT land)

1. Noted - (private lands between Potomac Wayside and Georges Mill)
2. Noted as destination/connection to AT from Potomac Wayside

5 A4_LWCF_HFNHP_2017.pdf SUMMARY: An unsuccessful Attempt was made in FY17 to acquire these
two properties (now Adventure Center and Quigley

Noted

6 A5_PHNST_route_NorthOf340_b.pdf SUMMARY: Can the PHNST go along the Potomac North of Rt 340 and east of 
Potomac Wayside? - much of the route uses foundation/road trace of Old 
Chestnut Hill Road

Note: There does not appear to be enough land between the roadway and 
the 100/500 year floodplain which is also a steep embankment

7 A6_Photos_HFAC_Wayside.pdf Photo Album of Hike from Harpers Ferry Adventure Center To Potomac 
Wayside (in red on maps) October 2021 
Goal: See if trail is feasible under 340 Potomac bridge 

Note: Photos show feasible route - floodprone issues would need to be 
resolved under bridge

8 A7_Photos_GeorgesMill_to_HFAC.p
df

Photo Album February 2023 Noted

9 A8_PHTA_research_RiverRoad_HFN
HP.pdf

Karen Jones (PHTA) research on19thCentury Road along Potomac at Harpers 
Ferry NHP ) October 2021
A 1993 survey of the parcel to the south of the Park Service land shows a 30’ 
ROW with pipes found to the Park Service land
A 30’ ROW indicates that the State took the land in 1932

Feasibility study will document that research needs to be confirmed for 
Georges Mill access to HAFE Tract

10 A9_NPS_studyOf_ShortHill_tractFor
_HFNHP

2003 document Reviewed

11 B1_ProposedPHNST_route.pdf October 2022 proposed route (Loyalty Road - Waterford Route issue) Note: The feasibility study does not recommend pursuing this as part of 
the PHNST. The long term goal is a separated natural surface trail along 
the Potomac River. While the Waterford route has similar feasibility 
issues to the Lucketts and Taylortown routes (as defined by PHTA 
suggested route description), expending comparable levels of effort to 
overcome similar issues (private property issues/resolving discontinued 
road access, signing required for navigating the route's many turns, 
floodprone issues crossing tributary streams), on an interim Waterford 
route, would be better spent on resolving the more desirable routes 
closer to the river that can then be used for gravel bicycling alternatives. 
The Waterford route primarily follows an LPAT route and is an excellent 
trail corridor, designating it as a part of the PHNST is not recommended.
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13 B3_GravelRoads_HikingUse.pdf The Gravel Roads Are Where People Walk in Western Loudoun—Let’s treat 
them as part of the LPAT network

Noted

14 B4_VDOT_crash_analysis.pdf Crash data on gravel roads April 2023 Noted 
15 B6_AffectedProperties_onDiscontin

uedRoads.pdf
Analysis of affected properties near or visible from discontinued roads Noted - Discontinued roads at Old River Road (HAFE tract to Georges 

Mill Road;  Dutchman's Creek Road/Georges Mill: Orrison Road are 
noted as needing additional research to confirm status of ROW) 

16 B7_Route_and_LPAT_ruralFramewor
k.pdf

PHTA southern route in relation to LPAT Note: The feasibility study does not recommend pursuing this as part of 
the PHNST. The long term goal is a separated natural surface trail along 
the Potomac River. While the Waterford route has similar feasibility 
issues to the Lucketts and Taylortown routes (as defined by PHTA 
suggested route description), expending comparable levels of effort to 
overcome similar issues (private property issues/resolving discontinued 
road access, signing required for navigating the route's many turns, 
floodprone issues crossing tributary streams), on an interim Waterford 
route, would be better spent on resolving the more desirable routes 
closer to the river that can then be used for gravel bicycling alternatives. 
The Waterford route primarily follows an LPAT route and is an excellent 
trail corridor, designating it as a part of the PHNST is not recommended.

17 B8_Precedents_ShareRoad Examples of on-road trail designation and use Noted - Acknowledge in feasibility study that on-road routes will be an 
important route requirement

18 B9_TheTwoGaps_analysis October 2022 gaps in Loyalty road route - how to fill Note: The feasibility study does not recommend pursuing this as part of 
the PHNST. The long term goal is a separated natural surface trail along 
the Potomac River. While the Waterford route has similar feasibility 
issues to the Lucketts and Taylortown routes (as defined by PHTA 
suggested route description), expending comparable levels of effort to 
overcome similar issues (private property issues/resolving discontinued 
road access, signing required for navigating the route's many turns, 
floodprone issues crossing tributary streams), on an interim Waterford 
route, would be better spent on resolving the more desirable routes 
closer to the river that can then be used for gravel bicycling alternatives. 
The Waterford route primarily follows an LPAT route and is an excellent 
trail corridor, designating it as a part of the PHNST is not recommended.

Portion of Loyalty Road between Featherbed Lane and Bald Hill Road 
(LPAT route) is included as a feasible route segment (inland alternate 
route).  

19 B10_alternate_routes Some Alternatives
A. Irish Corner Rd.
B. Rodeffer Rd.
C. Montressor/Bald Hill Roads
D. Comparison of alternate routes to Loyalty Road route  School/Future Rt 
15/Furnace Mt. Rd.

Note: Portions of these routes have been identified as feasible route 
segments. However, south of Featherbed Lane/Orrison, the routes 
suggested are not being considered as part of the PHNST. A map has been 
prepared showing the routes suggested versus the route segments 
recommended for advancing to the next planning stage.

Portion of Loyalty Road between Featherbed Lane and Bald Hill Road 
(LPAT route) is included as a feasible route segment to Lucketts (inland 
alternate route).  

20 C1_RedRock_andEast Compares Cattail Creek routing versus LARR neighborhood alignment LARR has agreed in concept to a route that utlizies the edge of the 
wooded area just east of the transmission line from Northlake Blvd and 
HOA land along the frontage of Edwards Ferry Road to crosswalk at 
entrance to Red Rock Park.

21 C2_RedRock_andWest Trail route segments on north side of Edwards Ferry Road The connection from Red Rock Park to the existing Edwards Landing trail 
route utilizes private lands (Rust) that has not been confirmed by 
Loudoun County. This route would be preferred if cooperative agreement 
with Rust can be obtained.

22 C3_LeesburgsInvisibleBarrier_andR
emedy

Discusses route segments over planned Leesburg Bypass Feasible Route: Town approved route using Battlefield Parkway and 
VDOT easement to Dry Hollow Road to US-15 Business crossing to 
Tuscarora HS and connecting to US-15 Widening Project trail on west 
side of 15.

23 C4_PHNST_options_nearMorven Connections to Morven Park Routes are noted
24 C5_thru_BigSpring_1_row.pdf Connection between Veterans Park and Whites Ferry east of US 15 Noted: Overland route is noted in feasibility study (avoiding HOA lands)
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25 D1_VDOT_dirtTrailsInROW Multiple route segments utilizing VDOT ROW A. US-15 bypass ROW from Battlefield Parkway Overpass to Dry Hollow 
Road is included as a feasible route segment
B. US 340 south side from Loudoun Heights Trail (former AT) to Potomac 
Wayside and under 340 is included as a feasible route segment
F. and G. are not identified as feasible routes 

C, D, E and H all others are east of or south of study area

26 D2_2021-11-22, Letter to NPS 
PHNST Superintendent

Congressionanl letter requesting superintendent for POHE No longer relevant

27 D3_06.28.23 
PHNST_CompMgmtPlan_Congress

Congressional letter requesting comprehensive management plan funding Noted

28 D4_PHNST_across_Loudoun_ 5/16/24 LPAT routes and PHNST route as proposed by PHTA Noted
29 Glenn Gillis 

(PHTA): 
public mtg. 5/16/24 Connecting the Appalachian trail back to the Harper’s Ferry Adventure Center 

is desired, and would be possible with minimal effect for construction – could 
get a team of volunteers to do the work fast, but need NPS sign-off/buy in as to 
a route.
- Butterfly Alley from Appalachian Trail to Sweet Run State Park via the utility 
corridor
- Park property in Loudoun Heights/Maryland Heights could be an option for 
routing
- The benefit of a route on both sides of the Potomac River between Harpers 
Ferry and Brunswick would be tremendous if the Short Hill Mountain segment 
could be built and an over land route along the shoreline could be obtained 
from a willing property owner

Connection to AT discussed with ATTA and ATC representatives Sweet 
Run State Park is noted as best option for conenction 

- Trails within Sweet Run State Park are managed by VDCR

- Loudoun Heights trail connection along US 340 VDOT ROW is inclujded 
as feasible route segment; private property option will be noted in report
- Harpers Ferry to Brunswick loop will be noted in report as a desired goal

30 Bill Niedringhaus 
(PHTA):

public mtg. 5/16/24 - Has a photo essay of old Loudoun County road around Short Hill Mountain, 
which isn’t VDOT originally; can assess viability as a trail segment or 
connector.
- At a later point, noted that the former Appalachian trail could be used and 
routed entirely on public land / ROWs.

Photo essay reviewed and noted, included as feasible route segment

Loudoun Heights trail noted as desired destination and connection; US 
340 ROW is included as feasible route segment

31 Karen Jones, 
PHTA: 

public mtg. 5/16/24 - Enlisting/asking that NPS to engage with them on securing a trail route in the 
area [Short Hill Mountain]

Two Short Hill Mountain routes included as feasible segments (options)

32 Gentleman [rear 
right facing the 
screen, did not 
sign in]: 

public mtg. 5/16/24 - Concerns about wildlife and trail users interacting (cited bears as a 
concern), as well as a concern that NPS was prioritizing wildlife and adjacent 
landowner concerns over the recreational desires for the area. Seemed to be 
talking around disapproval of NPS treating specifically Short Hill as a wildlife 
preserve rather than as an opportunity for recreation (or ‘also’ as an 
opportunity for recreation).

Mark Novak, Loudoun PRCS:
-LPAT plan began to address some of the routing/feasibility issues for 
routing around sensitive areas while still providing general-area access
-LPAT specifically addresses wildlife issues raised at meeting

33 written 
comments 

public mtg. 5/16/24 PHTA recommended PHNST route drawn on the map in green with following 
notes:
• [Route travels along the Potomac river bank around Short Hill, and then 
connects to George Hill Road.]
• Discontinued rd (still public) accord to VDOT [on Dutchman's Creek Rd]
• Wenna
• Quarter Branch
• Orrison [sic] Station Rd, (Discontinued road, still public)
• Featherbed lane
• Clover Hill
• Old Waterford Rd
• Discontinued road, still public
• Link into Balls Bluff Battlefield regional park

Note: The feasibility study does not recommend pursuing this as part of 
the PHNST. The long term goal is a separated natural surface trail along 
the Potomac River. While the Waterford route has similar feasibility 
issues to the Lucketts and Taylortown routes (as defined by PHTA 
suggested route description), expending comparable levels of effort to 
overcome similar issues (private property issues/resolving discontinued 
road access, signing required for navigating the route's many turns, 
floodprone issues crossing tributary streams), on an interim Waterford 
route, would be better spent on resolving the more desirable routes 
closer to the river that can then be used for gravel bicycling alternatives. 
The Waterford route primarily follows an LPAT route and is an excellent 
trail corridor, designating it as a part of the PHNST is not recommended.
A map of this route compared to the feasible routes is included in the 
report.
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34 Table-top Maps public mtg. Harpers Ferry Vicinity Map (Attachment 2)
1 PHTA route (see Attachment 1, portions also drawn on this map)
2 A blue string suggests a route from Quarter Branch, up Wenner Rd, down the 
Berlin Turnpike, with a sharp turn up Irish Corner road heading west
3 A sticky note on the Short Hills Mountain reading “Mtns. Why can’t we 
connect through?
4 A sticky note southwest of Armarc farms lane reading “potential collab w/ 
utilities & powerlines”
5 Dashed line through properties along the Potomac riverside from the Short 
Hill Mountain area to the MD 17 bridge. ‘Can it be done [as a trail]?’ with 
context being that the owner may donate land for a trail/recreation cause.
6 Land to the east of the MD 17 bridge lightly circled with pencil; owner may 
also be willing to cooperate with Parks or sell land for recreation.
7 Harpers Ferry Adventure Center called out
8 Butterfly Alley noted next to Sweet Run Park
9 Sticky note “Joe Bain, Brewing/Camp site; south of Sweet Run and the long 
private property next to the Appalachian trail tracts.” (NOTE: this note was 
referring to a mountain bike trail facility being built on property owned by Mr. 
Bain south of Sweet Run State Park)
10 Notes on the MD side of the Potomac, near the MD 17 bridge, water front 
roads are bike safe, @25mph, and there is land to the east that has mountain 
biking tracks

1 Noted and addressed in earlier comments

2 Noted and included generally as feasibile route segment(s)

3 Noted and included as feasible route segment (LPAT routes)

4 Utility line corridors are generally unsuitable for trail development 
when ROW is through private land
5 Overland route noted in report indicating number of parcels where 
cooperative agreements are needed 

6 Noted

7 Noted and included as part of feasible route segment (with limitations)
8 noted with VDCR managing trails in state park
9 noted and included as part of feasible route with limitations segment 
requiring cooperative agreement with private owners

19 out of study area

35 Table-top Maps public mtg. 5/16/24 Point of Rocks Map
1. PHTA route, see board two
2.  Springdale Park was mentioned as known by ‘Kenslee Hill’, there was a 
question of how it ended up named Springdale
3.  Sticky note next to the US 15 bridge – “can I safely cross here?”
4. Sticky note with arrow “high speed driving, dangerous” next to 
672/Lovettsville Rd
5. PHTA recommended route note, from Featherbed Ln “To Clover Hill Rd & 
Waterford Rd to (discontinued but still public) toff Lane”
6. Sticky note pointing to above “good for biking”
7. Sticky note pointing to PHTA route on Orrison Rd “Much faster paced for 
biking”

1 route noted and addressed in earlier comments
2 NOVA Parks property

3Crossing noted as safety issue (to be addressed in feasibility study)
4 Lovettsville Rd. noted as safety issues (to be addressed in feasibility 
study
5 route noted and addressed in earlier comments
6 noted
7 noted

36 Table-top Maps public mtg. 5/16/24 Leesburg Map
- PHTA route, see display map board #2
- A business dot is crossed out and noted “no shopping exists here” on St. Clair 
Lane
- Nearby property owner was present, and asked whether publicly owned park 
land would stop a transmission line 

- Route noted and addressed in earlier comments
- Noted and will be removed from final maps

- Discussed at meeting and noted - parkland is protected by NEPA but 
impact could be mitigated 

NOTE Questionnaire from Public Meeting #1 is documented separate 
document

37 Index card from public mtg 2 public mtg. 10/29/24 Under no circumstances does it make sense to put a public, national trail 
through a private neighborhood such as Lakes at Red Rock. There is no benefit 
to the homeowners and it puts a security, traffic, and [rust?} load on the 
neighborhood. Run it along Edwards Ferry Road and funnel them around River 
Creek. Lakes at Red Rocks already has issues with the public using our private 
lake and trails and engaging in illegal activities. More public foot and bike 
traffic is a net negative on the region.

LARR has agreed in concept to a route that utilizes the edge of the 
wooded area just east of the transmission line from Northlake Blvd and 
HOA land along the frontage of Edwards Ferry Road to crosswalk at 
entrance to Red Rock Park. Loudoun County will work with HOA directly 
as this route advances.

38 comment form from public meeting 
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 Priorities for Implementation
1. Natural trails – single track
2. Gravel
3. 2 x lanes
General Comments: Consider volunteer usage for trail building and 
maintenance

Noted
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39 comment  form from public meeting 
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 The area that cuts through the private neighborhood of Lakes at Red Rock. It is 
critically important that it goes around and away from the neighborhood for 
security and quality of life reasons.

LARR has agreed in concept to a route that utilizes the edge of the 
wooded area just east of the transmission line from Northlake Blvd and 
HOA land along the frontage of Edwards Ferry Road to crosswalk at 
entrance to Red Rock Park. Loudoun County will work with HOA directly 
as this route advances.

40 comment  form from public meeting 
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 Please put the trail in the Lakes at Red [Rock] along the power line easement 
to Edwards Ferry NOT right through the our Bridge Tour Clubhouse + tot lot 
pool and NOT down Lakeridge Place.

LARR has agreed in concept to a route that utilizes the edge of the 
wooded area just east of the transmission line from Northlake Blvd and 
HOA land along the frontage of Edwards Ferry Road to crosswalk at 
entrance to Red Rock Park.  Loudoun County will work with HOA directly 
as this route advances.

41 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

display board #3 
note

public mtg. 10/29/24 Overpass [bridge] over US 15 Bypass [connecting Dry Hollow Rd/trail to the 
greyed-out PHNST route to Veteran’s Park. This is acknowledged as a large 
expenditure. 

Noted - interest in overpass option at Dry Hollow Road will be 
acknowledged in the report.  

42 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

Karen Jones PHTA 
703-638-3218

public mtg. 10/29/24 Map 3 
Overpass of Bypass Rt 15 at Dry Hollow Rd to connect up to Tuscarora High 
School 

Noted - interest in overpass option at Dry Hollow Road will be 
acknowledged in the report.  

43 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

Brody McCray – 
Town of Leesburg 
Parks + 
Recreation Board 
member + Chair 
of Town of 
Leesburg Parks

public mtg. 10/29/24  – also want overpass Dry Hollow Rd/Bypass 15 Noted - interest in overpass option at Dry Hollow Road will be 
acknowledged in the report.  

44 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

Karen Jones public mtg. 10/29/24 There is a VDOT parking lot near Potoma Wayside. Nancy Boyd at VDOT is 
involved in a project affecting Harper’s Ferry; may have input to share.

VDOT ROW used for parking adjacent to gas station/convenience store 
(information incorporated into feasible route segment on south side of 
US 340 with crossing at Harpers Ferry Road to Potoma Wayside)

45 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

public mtg. 10/29/24 Display 4 Harpers Ferry to Lovettsville
1. Good trail RT parallel to 340 on wide VDOT land [a line drawn parallel to the 
brown & pink lines across the Potoma Wayside dot]
2. Spectacular route – was a public road in 1800s-early 1900s [on the 
Green/Blue dashed route across the HF NPS land east of Potoma Wayside]
3. Great Route [on the blue Georges Mill Rd route]
4. Preferred route [along the pink and blue routes on Dutchmans Creek Rd. 
Additional context provided: the pink section is a discontinued but still 
publicly accessible road]

1. Noted: incorporated into feasible route segment on south side of US 
340 with crossing at Harpers Ferry Road to Potoma Wayside

2.  Noted: incorporated into feasible route segment between Potoma 
Wayside and George's Mill Road

3.  Noted
4. discontinued route section will be noted as a high priority for 
resolution with Loudoun County

46 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

Karen Jones, PHTA public mtg. 10/29/24 -Paper note attached to Map 4
We prefer going from end of Dutchmans Creek Rd to Georges Mil Rd (where 
pink line is)
Pink part is discontinued road but not abandoned

Noted

47 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

public mtg. 10/29/24 Display 5 Lovettsville to Point of Rocks:
- Great Route [on the inset box 5a yellow route]
- Great Route [on the blue Wenner to Quarter Branch to Downey Mill route]
- Great Route [on the Slater Rd yellow route]
- Discontinued (still public, is a great trail [on the Blue Tollhouse Rd route]

- Noted
- Noted
- Noted
- Noted

48 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

public mtg. 10/29/24 Display 6 Point of Rocks to Spinks Ferry
- PHNST should avoid this area; fast narrow roads, needs ROW, decals. Go 
through Waterford to avoid all this [in the area between St Clair, Spinks Ferry 
Rd, Chapel Lane and Lucketts.]

- Noted (Waterford route not recommended as per notes above) - speed 
and narrow roads will be addressed in report

49 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

10/29/24 Display 8 White’s Ferry to Northlake:
- Trail overpass of Bypass 15 at Dry Hollow should be aspirational goal. Dream 
Big! [beside the light blue Bypass 15 line near Balls Bluff Rd]
- Should stay on North side of EF Rd [near the orange/natural surface trail at 
Edwards Ferry Rd]
- Two red dots, one at the curve of Edwards Ferry Rd heading south towards 
Northlake Blvd, the other close to the termination at Northlake Blvd 

 
- Noted: Dry Hollow overpass interest noted

- Noted: North side route interest noted along Edwards Ferry Road - 
cooperative agreement for private land between Red Rock Park and 
Edwards Landing trail connector
- Noted: Concerns about Edwards Ferry Rd. and River Creek Parkway 
noted - trail segment will utilize LARR HOA land up to crosswalk at Red 
Rock park entrance per discussion with HOA 
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50 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

10/29/24 - Concern expressed regarding how the new alignment would align between 
the housing and the Red Rock Park. The brick wall limits the trail width and 
the southern side has much more available right of way. But there is concern 
that the southern side would still backup to the residences. Can the trail go 
inside the NVRC Park walls?

- Noted: concerns about Edwards Ferry Rd. and River Creek Parkway 
noted - trail segment will utilize LARR HOA land up to crosswalk at Red 
Rock park entrance per discussion with HOA 

51 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

10/29/24 -How and when will the previous alignments through the residential area be 
removed? When does feasibility get endorsed/adopted and maps reflect 
them?

Response: Alignments through residential area will be removed from 
PHNST feasibility study in draft and final report. 

52 Public Meeting open house at 
display boards

10/29/24 -Will trail users come knocking on our doors to use our bathroom? - Response: Level of use not the same as W&OD and alignment has been 
relocated away from houses.

53 Public Meeting Chat public mtg. 10/29/24 - 19:40:57 From Annabelle Markey to Everyone: Annabelle Markey, VMN. Thank 
you for this presentation and for your work on this. I was curious if you could 
speak to discussions around site accessibility for people who are in 
wheelchairs, etc. For example, I know Virginia DWR is doing some work around 
site accessibility with Birdability and in partnership with the Virginia Master 
Naturalist program.

Response: Accessibility - isn’t always ADA accessible, but specific 
sections with experiences are made accessible. Goose Creek loop will 
be made more accessible, and match up with W-OD. Entire trail system 
is not accessible. Parks provide  opportunities for everyone, but cannot 
provide every opportunity for everyone

54 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 1. When the final plan is approved, will the work go from Harper’s Ferry down 
[to Leesburg]?

Response: a. No set plan for how things will be built; please respond with 
your priorities to help. Different factors involve agreements with 
landowners, funding, etc.
b. NPS assists state and local governments in establishing general 
agreements for the designation of the trail.  Use of private lands for the 
trail is established through cooperative agreements with local 
governments or other land management agencies.  NPS only plays a role 
in accepting the designations that meet requirements, not in defining or 
requiring alignments.

55 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 2. How involved will the communities that will be impacted be in the process? Response (Loudoun county): We reach out to the communities and the 
communities will be involved 100% of the time
Estimated timeframe - rough idea
i. Some of the areas will be completed soon, others are in progress, to be 
completed in five to ten years. Some areas are projected out for decades
ii. Considering the short term in the meantime for the interim

56 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

Karen Jones public mtg. 10/29/24 3. State criteria that are being used for evaluation, please provide copies Response: The criteria for ecological areas is published - VA Department 
of Conservation and Recreation as denoted on the displays

57 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 4. Are we going to get specifics [about the trail routes]? Response: [This phase of the project] Just trying to identify general areas; 
next level will identify with more detail.
Example - Harper’s Ferry, extensive on the ground inventory needed at 
next phase to determine sensitivity of plant and animal communities

58 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 5a. I live in Red Rocks, back up to the easement - does the trail, if all works out, 
end in Northlake? Or does it continue down?
5b. Do you have to get agreement from us on what the solution is?

Response: a. Right now trail has 140 miles, from Northlake/River Creek 
south down past Great Falls park, toward Arlington and Alexandria. Goes 
from Western PA to the Chesapeake Bay
b. Yes

59 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 5c. What would a path look like through the easement? How many people? Will 
people disturb us?

Response: - Natural surface trail, some paved - trying to get the corridor 
close to the river
- Large amount of flexibility - lots of types of options for use for non-
motorized. Up to the landowner what’s allowed, and what’s safe.

60 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 5d. With our HOA - just begun the discussions, correct? Taking time and 
community input?

Response: Yes…. Clarifying: we’re stakeholders, Loudoun county deals 
with Loudoun county, Leesburg with Leesburg — they have shared 
interest.                               

61 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

Ken Holbert - public mtg. 10/29/24 6. Red Rock resident, biker, etc - [I] recognize a gap in the network, and 
recognize the need for it. Criteria prioritizes using existing rights of way, but 
also the criteria for scenic character is not met; taking a route through the 
neighborhood is not scenic and not enjoyable for the community. Looking at 
Edwards Ferry, the easement has room near River Creek. Foot trail may 
provide a connection along River Creek, maybe with a bridge, adjacent to 
River Creek and wrapping around to Edwards Ferry, on the power utility 
easement, and buffer from the residences (Mr. Holbert indicated he would 
follow up) 

Response: [Loudoun County] prefer not to go through neighborhoods. 
We’ll take a look at the route described.

62 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 8. Are two routes being considered? Interim and permanent routes? Response: Yes, correct

63 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 8a. Would the short-term routes be flagged or identified — road is not the ideal 
situation, but would rather an interim road route, should we expect to see a 
road route in the next little bit, but will we see the permanent routes?

Response: The interim routes are on the boards to create in the short 
term, some of the roads are not currently ready to be used for the 
purposes, some have road connectivity issues, or there are private 
landowners — there will be gaps for a while
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64 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 8b. Would like to have a marker for the route that are permanent while 
developing the on-road route

Response: [Parks] We are going forward with everything at once, because 
the studies are getting done, enabling us (Parks) to obtain property and 
lay groundwork. Looking 10-20 years in the future, but improvement is 
constant

65 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

Lee Simons public mtg. 10/29/24 9. Lakes at Red Rock community - grateful for the dialogue. Self-described 
money guy. [Project is response to a] Congressional mandate, funding is 
[provided by the] federal government?

Response: County has a CIP program - everything not part of the 
signature project (which is funded and being designed), is still in 
progress. Loudoun County and LPAT has 420 miles of trail planned. 

66 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 9a. Loudoun County tax payers pay for it - will this be eminent domain, will it 
have to be maintained by the community? Redrocks is not Leesburg

Response: - [Loudoun County]: some [bond funding for trails in place for 
LPAT, these trails are part of LPAT] - maintenance mostly the county, or 
through a community agreement
- [NPS POHE] just designates the route and local partners obtain, 
develop and maintain the trail. No eminent domain used.

67 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 10. Since nothing is finalized yet - the map shows it going through our 
residence. It shows people going through our neighborhood. [is that finalized?]

Response: The map will be changing per the discussion with HOA 

68 Questions & Answers  public meeting  
#2

public mtg. 10/29/24 10a. rerouting immediately, or-- ? Reponse: The goal is to put it where the neighborhood wants it to go. Our 
linework is a placeholder. We don’t want to put it where you don’t want 
it.

67 Questionnaire from public meeting 
#2

questionnair
e

10/29/24 Q1 [concern] - The proposed path through the Lakes at Red Rocks 
neighborhood including path way around the lake and sidewalks in the 
residential areas.

Response: Route has been realigned away from residential areas

68 Questionnaire from public meeting 
#2

questionnair
e

10/29/24 Q1 [concern] - Lakes at Red Rock is a private neighborhood and the use of 
existing neighborhood pathways and sidewalks in front of residents are 
maintained and paid for by LARR residents. Additional foot traffic of unknown 
parties poses a risk to our homes, children, and well being.
Q3 [other] - Thank you for taking into consideration the concern that LARR 
residents have

Response: Route has been realigned away from residential areas

69 Questionnaire from public meeting 
#2

questionnair
e

10/29/24 Q1 [concern] Whites Ferry to Northlake: The proposed Edwards Ferry Rd 
segment that cuts through the Lakes of RedRock community should stay 
adjacent to Edwards Ferry- River creek. No other segment routes through a 
residential neighborhood
Q2 [priorities]:  8, 7, 6
Q3 [other]: Cutting through residential neighborhoods even if HOA approval 
has been sought should be avoided

Response: Route has been realigned away from residential areas
Priorities noted as starting from east going west

70 Questionnaire from public meeting 
#2

questionnair
e

10/29/24 Q3: I live in the Georges Mill neighborhood ("the loop") right next to the short 
hill tract. I wanted to share two points from the neighborhood prospective: 

1. Planning to add parking for the short hill tract at the George's Mill terminus 
will be met by fierce local opposition. The nature of the road cannot facilitate 
additional use or even current use levels. Georges mill Rd and Stevens Rd are 
poorly designed and maintained; prone to washout and unreasonably narrow 
(single car) for mile long stretches. This makes it a very dangerous and difficult 
road to drive on for visitors. Moreover, this road is severely neglected by VDOT 
and can barely handle current use with very large potholes and washboarding 
forming after every rain, which are neglected for very long periods (6mo-8mo is 
normal). I cannot imagine how damaging additional car utilization would be to 
the road. As a result I would like to express that parking should be considered 
from the other side of the short hill tract (over by the Adventure center). No 
parking on Georges mill will calm many concerns. Non-motorized traffic on 
Georges mill will be much more palatable to the local community here relative 
to cars. 

- Noted: factored into feasibility analysis regarding issues with Georges 
Mill road at terminus (adjacent land use/privacy issues, modifications 
required to roadway if route is designated)

71 questionnair
e

10/29/24 2. Irish Corner is an incredibly dangerous road for peds and bikers. Even driving 
on this road can be scary. It does not have lane lines and people speed on this 
road at dangerous levels. I was dismayed to see that this was one of the 
proposed routes. Dutchman’s Creek Road (Georges Mill to Tollhouse) will be 
much safer and closer to the river.

- Noted: Safety issue for Irish Corner Road is noted in feasibility 
assessment; preference for Dutchman's Creek Road segment noted
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72 Bill Niedringhaus 
(PHTA):

other 9/27/24 Stakeholder 
notes 
9.27.24.docx

PHTA believes the feasibility study should evaluate the Waterford route toe-to-
toe with any other PHNST routes now under consideration based on the 
criteria mentioned [in the meeting].

Note: The feasibility study does not recommend pursuing this as part of 
the PHNST. The long term goal is a separated natural surface trail along 
the Potomac River. While the Waterford route has similar feasibility 
issues to the Lucketts and Taylortown routes (as defined by PHTA 
suggested route description), expending comparable levels of effort to 
overcome similar issues (private property issues/resolving discontinued 
road access, signing required for navigating the route's many turns, 
floodprone issues crossing tributary streams), on an interim Waterford 
route, would be better spent on resolving the more desirable routes 
closer to the river that can then be used for gravel bicycling alternatives. 
The Waterford route primarily follows an LPAT route and is an excellent 
trail corridor, designating it as a part of the PHNST is not recommended.

73 Bill Niedringhaus 
(PHTA):

other 9/27/24 PHTA_WeLoCo_re
sponse.docx

Here is PHTA’s analysis of the Lardner-Klein Oct. 29, 2024, report of possible 
PHNST routes between Balls Bluff and Harpers Ferry NHP. PHTA agrees with 
the proposed PHNST routes south of A (Rt 15 at Tutt Lane) and north of F 
(Downey Mill Road at Slater Road), as shown on the map in black. However, 
the proposed routes between these points (shown in blue and yellow on Figure 
1) concern PHTA. We prefer the route shown in green. [Waterford Route as 
referenced in previous comments]

Note: The feasibility study does not recommend pursuing this as part of 
the PHNST. The long term goal is a separated natural surface trail along 
the Potomac River. While the Waterford route has similar feasibility 
issues to the Lucketts and Taylortown routes (as defined by PHTA 
suggested route description), expending comparable levels of effort to 
overcome similar issues (private property issues/resolving discontinued 
road access, signing required for navigating the route's many turns, 
floodprone issues crossing tributary streams), on an interim Waterford 
route, would be better spent on resolving the more desirable routes 
closer to the river that can then be used for gravel bicycling alternatives. 
The Waterford route primarily follows an LPAT route and is an excellent 
trail corridor, designating it as a part of the PHNST is not recommended.

The evaluation criteria used by PHTA in their analysis is not the same as 
the criteria agreed upon by the NPS/Loudoun County/NVRC team 
[generaged from initial public outreach and staff input]. A chart will be 
prepared for the segment in question will be added to the feasibility 
report].

74 Karen Jones 
(PHTA)

Followup to 
Public 
Meeting

9/27/24 KLJ_Comments_
WeLoCo__Feas.d
ocx

GENERAL COMMENTS:
1. Researching the legal status of the discontinued roads—Dutchman’s Creek, 
Slater/Orrison Road, and Nestlewood Road—used on some of the routes is a 
priority. According to VDOT they are still public right of way. The next step is to 
determine how exactly they get converted to public trails. The Feasibility 
Study should explore this.
2. Answer why the entire area on the map provided with the Scope of Work was 
not looked at for routes.

1. Followup is recommended for the status of the discontinued roads 
with two of three recommendations [Dutchman's Creek, Slater/Orrison] 
included. US Route 15 former alignment between POR and Georges Mill 
Road at Harpers Ferry Tract is the third recommendation.  

75 Karen Jones 
(PHTA)

Followup to 
Public 
Meeting

9/27/24 KLJ_Comments_
WeLoCo__Feas.d
ocx

BOARD 4: Harpers Ferry to Lovettsville
1. Give more consideration to connecting Potoma Wayside to the VDOT-
owned parking area west of the gas station at Harpers Ferry Road at Rt 340. 
VDOT is looking into what improvements may be made there. Pedestrian 
improvements could be recommended to connect the parking lot to Potoma 
Wayside. This public parking area would be very useful for trail parking.
2. Pursue trail along the river west from Potoma Wayside to the West Virginia 
line. Remnants of the historic road are still visible and could extend to Rt 340 
Shenandoah Bridge where you connect to the AT. This is a feature that could 
be used i.e. promotion of historic uses of the area for public understanding and 
enjoyment.
3. Pursue the idea of using the 60-feet wide, mostly wooded VDOT ROW south 
of Rt 340 west of Harpers Ferry Road to avoid having to ask any private 
landowner for an easement. This connection to the trail (the former AT) 
coming down from Split Rock would be an excellent option and could be done 
in cooperation with VDOT.
4. I like the use of Dutchman’s Creek Road (discontinued part) in purple to 
make a connection between Georges Mill Road and Tollhouse Road.
5. I like the use of Wenner, Quarterbranch, across Lovettsville Road to Downey 
Mill Road.
6. I do not like the route along Irish Corner Road and Mountain Road over to 
Sweet Run State Park. Many rights of way are needed along these roads, in 
addition to six more rights of way needed to go over the mountain to reach 
Sweet Run.

1. Noted and reflected in the report.

2 & 3. Noted, but trail on north side of Rt 340 is constrained by floodprone 
lands and a steep embankment. Trail on south side of 340 is noted as 
having limited feasibility, but can be overcome by coordinating with 
Loudoun County priorities for pedestrian/bicycle improvements in mid-
range of priority list.

4. Noted

5. Noted
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76 Karen Jones 
(PHTA)

Followup to 
Public 
Meeting

9/27/24 KLJ_Comments_
WeLoCo__Feas.d
ocx

BOARD 5:  Lovettsville to Point of Rocks
1. Prefer using Slater Road to Orrison Road (with a small discontinued road 
between them) to Featherbed Lane (rather than routing through Taylorstown)
2. Do not like routing the trail to Point of Rocks/Route 15 (via Downey 
Mill/Furnace Mountain Road)
3. Do not like using Route 15 for two miles (from Point of Rocks to St. Clair 
Lane) as the PHNST.
4. Do not like using the high-speed paved roads St Clair Lane and Lost Corner 
Road.

1. Noted - this is shown as an inland alternate
2. Noted - inland alternative goes through Lucketts as per comment 1 
above
3. Noted - (an overland route closer to the river may be a long term 
solution, if cooperative agreements can be achieved)
4. Noted - (an overland route closer to the  river may be a long term 
solution, if cooperative agreements can be achieved)

77 Karen Jones 
(PHTA)

Followup to 
Public 
Meeting

9/27/24 KLJ_Comments_
WeLoCo__Feas.d
ocx

BOARD 6: Point of Rocks to Spinks Ferry
1. Do not like using the high-speed paved roads St Clair Lane and Lost Corner 
Road.
2. Like getting to Featherbed Lane but do not support using Bald Hill Road to 
reach Stumptown Road into Lucketts.
3. Don’t like using Lucketts Road
4. Chapel Road is OK but I do not like connections to it.
5. I like Limestone School Road to connect to Piscataway Crossing Regional 
Park.
6. I like using Limestone School Road to Rt 15 at the intersection of Montressor 
Road, because it is an important connection to the Town of Leesburg but don’t 
want it to be used for the Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail.

1. Noted -  (an overland route closer to the river may be a long term 
solution, if cooperative agreements can be achieved) 
2. Noted - (also recognized as a feasibility issue that may be difficult to 
overcome)
3. Noted -  (also recognized as a feasibility issue that may be difficult to 
overcome) 
4. Noted
5. Noted
6. Noted - this US-15 Widening Trail is an asset that is important to the 
overall connectivity of the route. Overland routes between White's Ferry 
and Piscataway Crossing Regional Park, are possible with cooperative 
agreements on a limited number of parcels - the US-15 trail would then 
become the bicycle route.

78 Karen Jones 
(PHTA)

Followup to 
Public 
Meeting

9/27/24 KLJ_Comments_
WeLoCo__Feas.d
ocx

BOARD 7: Spinks Ferry to Whites Ferry
1. I like having a trail on Whites Ferry Road to connect to where the Ferry used 
to be.
2. Work on getting Whites Ferry reopened to make a connection to the C&O 
Canal.

1. Noted

2. Noted, and all recognize the value of the crossing to the PHNST 
experience.

Karen Jones 
(PHTA)

Followup to 
Public 
Meeting

9/27/24 KLJ_Comments_
WeLoCo__Feas.d
ocx

BOARD 8: Whites Ferry to Northlake
1. Look at using Tutt Lane from Rt. 15 to the discontinued part of Nestlewood 
Road, which connects to Old Waterford Road via the drivable part of 
Nestlewood Road.
2. I like using Rt 15 trail to Tuscarora High School driveway to make connection 
to Dry Hollow Road.
3. Use discontinued part of Dry Hollow Road to reach Rt. 15 bypass.
4. Add a pedestrian overpass of Rt 15 bypass to reach Dry Hollow public right 
of way (owned by NoVa Parks) on the other side of Rt 15, to connect to 
Veterans Park, etc.
5. Check status of shared use path along both north and south side of 
Battlefield Parkway between Business Rt 15 and Rt 15 bypass. If either is 
public, or could be made public, it would make an excellent Potomac Heritage 
National Scenic Trail connection to Veterans Park.
6. Pursue connection to Red Rock Regional Park
7. Pursue connection through Northlake.

1. Noted and discussed with other similar comments above.
2. Noted and reflected in report.
3. Noted and reflected in report.
4. Noted and will be reflected as a long term opportunity. 
5. Noted, but preferred route is Northlake to Edwards Ferry coordinated 
with Lakes at Red Rocks (LARR).
6 &7.  Noted as per above and being coordinated with LARR, NOVA Parks 
and adjoining property owners through Loudoun County.

Karen Jones 
(PHTA)

Followup to 
Public 
Meeting

9/27/24 KLJ_Comments_
WeLoCo__Feas.d
ocx

AREAS NOT ON BOARDS:
1. I would like an evaluation done of potential PHNST routes up Old Waterford 
Road and Clover Hill Road.
2. Look at Phillips Farm (owned by the Waterford Foundation) for connection 
to Clover Hill Road
3. Look at Clover Hill Road to Loyalty Road north to Tarleton Drive and Amy’s 
Meadow to Featherbed Lane.

1-3.  Noted in comments above.  Further discussion has been added to 
the report on Waterford route (see comments above)


