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New Study Presents Options to Expand the Potomac Heritage National Scenic 

Trail in Loudoun County 

 

FAIRFAX, VA – The Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) is pleased to announce 

the completion of the 2024 Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail Western Loudoun County 

Feasibility Study that identifies options to fill an existing gap in the trail in Loudoun County. 

This concludes a year-long planning process, developed with stakeholder and public input, 

envisioning completion and potential future access to the trail. To view the study, visit 

https://www.potomacheritagenova.com/loudoun-feasibility-study. 

 

The Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail (PHNST), coordinated by the National Park 

Service, is made up of a diverse network of locally managed trails and routes in Maryland, 

Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the District of Columbia, spanning a corridor between the mouth of 

the Potomac River and the Allegheny Highlands. In Loudoun County, there is a significant gap 

in the trail from the Town of Leesburg westward.  

 

This study - conducted by design and planning firm Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects - 

identifies public and private lands, river access points, and existing roads that could be linked 

together to form a new section of the trail. The feasibility of developing the trail along the 

identified sections was evaluated in detail. 

 

All concepts expand public access and provide new recreational opportunities, taking into 

account trail safety along busy roads, natural and cultural resource protection, and future 

maintenance and sustainability.  

 

This study is just the beginning. Completion of new trail sections will depend on funding, land 

acquisition, and future design and engineering studies. NVRC will continue to coordinate with 

Loudoun County and the National Park Service to conduct outreach and engagement around the 

study’s findings and evaluate next steps for developing a complete and connected trail system for 

the region. 

 
- NVRC - 

 
The Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC) is a regional council of thirteen selected from local 

governments in the Northern Virginia suburbs of Washington DC. According to Virginia’s Regional Cooperation 

Act, NVRC is a political subdivision (a government agency) within the Commonwealth. NVRC has provided 

planning and management for the Northern Virginia section of the PHNST since the 1990s, including coordination 

efforts prior to congressional designation. Through data and mapping activities, special studies, and coordination 

with land managers, advocacy groups, and other trail partners, NVRC aims to address the range of needs and 

priorities of the PHNST in the region. 
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